
Greetings! 
I’m sending my official “Hello!” with lots of 
excitement! The time has finally arrived. After 
an extraordinary vacation in Greece (see 
pictures above), which beautifully marked the 
end of one era and the beginning of the next, I 
find myself refreshed and fully focused on 
making this year a great one for La Conner 
Elementary. 

As I think about the upcoming year, I find 
myself asking, “What if…?” I think that it’s 
natural to dream about the possibilities 
whenever we’re at the start of something new. 
I also realize that for most of you, this is only 
the start of a new year, not the start of a new 
life, as it is for me. Nevertheless, I invite you, 
over the next weeks, to suspend reality a bit 
and let yourself dream about the “What if…”.  

What if we all took this opportunity to look at 
the coming year as a fresh start, where our 
greatest dreams for our students and our 
community could become a reality? What kind 
of place would La Conner Elementary be? Let’s 
dream about that together and see if we can 
work together to make some of those dreams a 
reality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Getting Fresh for Fall 
Heather Fakkema-Hovde 

 



 

 

 

Let’s Meet! 
I’ve been in and out over the past couple of weeks, 
but starting Monday, August 5, I’ll be keeping 
regular office hours. I plan to be at school daily 
from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM (out occasionally for 
meetings, sometimes staying later). Please stop by 
and say hello! I’ll have a special treat for you if you 
do! I’m not looking for a sit-down meeting; just a 
chance to say, “Hello!” and start building 
relationships. I also want to honor the necessity of 
unplugging from school over summer, so if you 
aren’t ready to come to the school building, I 
completely understand. No pressure! 

Feedback Please! 
I don’t want to put anyone on the spot, but I’d 

really like some candid feedback from everyone. 
For this reason, I’ve created an anonymous survey 

that I’d like everyone to complete. When you have 
a quiet moment, please follow the link below and 

thoughtfully complete the brief survey. It’s only 
three questions.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DC9JR5X    

  

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
Here’s what’s happening at LCE this month… 

• July 29-August 15 – Elementary Literacy 
Academy 

• August 5-15 – Kindergarten Jumpstart 
• August 28-29 – Staff In-Service Days 
• September 4 – First Day of School, half-day 

   

That’s enough for now. I don’t want to take up any more of your summer! I hope you are taking these last few 
weeks to refresh, reflect, reconnect and recharge. I look forward to exploring the “What if…” together! 

Looking forward to seeing you soon enough- 

Heather Fakkema-Hovde 


